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tians, and how strikingly similar are the results at-
tained by each. I will therefore content myself with
referring on this occasion to those expositions, and
will only remind you of the extreme importance of
noting, not only the source of each particular inci-
dent in the legend, but also the date, as nearly as
possible, when each episode became actually incor-
porated into the ever-growing tale. How long does
it take people, perfectly sincerely and honestly, to
believe in the Divine fatherhood of their hero, in
his immaculate conception, in the extraordinary and
even supernatural instances of the precocity of the
child, and so on through all the list ?

In this respect it is desirable to call attention to
the publication by Mr. Robert Chalmers in the last
volume of the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society
of the important text entitled the Acchariya Ab-
bhuta Sutta, or " The Discourse on Wonders and
Marvels." This is one of the dialogues referred to
in the last chapter, No. 123 in the shorter collection.
In it is laid down as true of each Buddha (and there-
fore also of the historical Buddha) that the universe
is illumined with brilliant light at the moment of his
conception ; that the womb is transparent so that
his mother can see the babe before it is born ; that
the pregnancy lasts exactly 280 days; that the
mother stands during parturition ; that on the birth